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A/HRC/DEC/38/102.

Established by His Majesty’s Cabinet on 20 May 2020. The role of the UPR Working Group is to
monitor the implementation of the UPR Recommendations in the relevant MDAs. The UPR Working
Group is comprised of the following Ministries, Departments and Agencies, Chairperson, Prime
Minister’s Office, Deputy Chairperson, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Internal Affairs,
Attorney General’s Office, Ministry of Justice, Statistics Department, Ministry of Health, Ministry of
Police, Ministry of Fisheries and Tonga Police. It is important to note that the Attorney General’s
Office recently established an International Law Division focused on assisting Government Ministries
with treaty negotiations and reporting obligations.

Recommendation 93.1 (Portugal).

Ministry of Justice of the Government of the Kingdom of Tonga holds the role as Secretariat to the
UPR WG.

The leads draftsmen is the Attorney General’s Office.

Recommendation 93.13 (China) and Recommendation 93.14 (Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela).
Clause 4, Act of the Constitution of Tonga [Cap.1.01].

Asian Development Bank, Country Diagnostic Study on Long- Term Care in Tonga (2021), 24.
Asian Development Bank, Country Diagnostic Study on Long- Term Care in Tonga (2021), 24.
Asian Development Bank, Country Diagnostic Study on Long- Term Care in Tonga (2021), 24.
Asian Development Bank, Country Diagnostic Study on Long- Term Care in Tonga (2021), 24.
Asian Development Bank, Country Diagnostic Study on Long- Term Care in Tonga (2021), 24.
Asian Development Bank, Country Diagnostic Study on Long- Term Care in Tonga (2021), 24.
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14 https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/11/21/skills-and-employment-project-kicks-

off-in-tonga.

15 Recommendation 93.11 (Indonesia).

6 Clause 51, Constitution of Tonga (Cap.1.01).

17" Clause 84, Constitution of Tonga (Cap.1.01).

18 Clause 56, Constitution of Tonga (Cap.1.01).

19 Clause 14 and 15, Constitution of Tonga (Cap 1.01).

2 Clause 5, Constitution of Tonga (Cap.1.01).

2l (Clause 7, Constitution of Tonga (Cap.1.01). Lali Media v 'Utoikamanu [2003] Tonga LR 16.

22 (lause 64, Constitution of Tonga (Cap.1.01) and Electoral Act (Cap.2.03).

2 Recommendations 93.17 (Mexico), 93.18 (Turkey), 93.19 (Uruguay), 93.20 (France),94.34 (Portugal,
Sierra Leone, Timor Leste, Ukraine), 94.35 (Georgia) and 94.33 (Indonesia).

24 Recommendation 93.22 (Singapore).

%5 National Women’s Empowerment and Gender Equality Tonga Policy and Strategic Plan of Act 2019-

2025’ (2019) https://hrsd.spc.int/sites/default/files/2021-07/ WEDGET _STRATEGIC PLAN
OF ACTION 2019 2025 Final.pdf (Accessed on 6 February 2023).

% National Training: Producing and Using Gender Statistics to Monitor SDG and Implement the Pacific

Roadmap (11 January 2023) https://tongastats.gov.to/national-training-producing-and-using-gender-
statistics-to-monitor-sdg-and-implement-the-pacific-roadmap/ (Accessed 28 January 2023).

27 UN Women and Pacific Community (SPC), ‘Pacific Roadmap on Gender Statistic (2020)
https://data.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/documents/Publications/Pacific-Roadmap-Gender-
Statistics.pdf (Accessed 28 January 2023).

28 Recommendation 93.12(Azerbaijan).

29 Refer to section 8, Public Service Act [Cap 2.11] (Tonga).
30 Recommendations 93.5 (Azerbaijan), 93.6 (Cote’Ivoire) and  93.3 (Montenegro).

31 Refer to https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3861835 (Accessed on 28 January 2023).

32 Recommendation 93.4 (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland).

3 Recommendation 93.7 (Panama).

34 Recommendation .93.8 (Ukraine).

3 Recommendation 94.19 (Portugal), 94.17 (India), 94.16 (Maldives), 94.6 (Angola, Australia, Cote
d’lvoire, Denmark, Iceland, Italy, Mexico and Turkey), 94.18 (Mozambique).

% Women’s Empowerment and Gender Equality Tonga (WEGET) and National Policy and Strategic Plan

of Action 2019-2025, page 6.

87 National Women’s Empowerment and Gender Equality Tonga Policy and Strategic Plan of Action

2019-2025 (2019) https://hrsd.spc.int/sites/default/files/2021-07/WEDGET_STRATEGIC _
PLAN_OF_ACTION_2019 2025 Final.pdf (Accessed 29 January 2023) 8.
%8 Recommendations 94.30 (Morocco), 94.15 (Germany), 94.27 (France), 94.32 (Timor-Leste).
39 Pacific Islands Roundtable on Ratification and Implementation of the Rome Statute, Port Vila, 31 May
2019 (2019) https://www.icc-cpi.int/about/cooperation/pacific-islands-roundtable-ratification-and-
implementation-rome-statute-port-vila (Accessed on 29 January 2023).

40 Recommendation 94.49 (Australia).
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Universal Periodic Review — Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review-
Tonga (2008) https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/lib-docs/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session2/
TO/A_HRC 8 48 Tonga E.pdf (Accessed on 29 January 2023).

Recommendations 94.31 (Sierra Leone), 94.10 (Republic of Korea), 94.9 (Canada), 94.14
(France),94.13 (Azerbaijan), 94.3 (Ghana), 94.4 (Cote d’lvoire, Ireland, Panama) (Turkey), 94.12
(Algeria), 94.20 (Georgia), 94.23 (Ukraine), 94.24 (Chile), 94.7 (Brazil, Iceland, Turkey), 94.21
(Ghana), 94.22 (Denmark),94.5 (Angola, Iceland, Mexico, Panama, Tukey), 94.1 (Indonesia), 94.2
(Ireland), 94.11 (Uruguay).

Parliamentarians Play Crucial Role in Promoting Human Rights’ (2019)
https://www.parliament.gov.to/media-centre/latest-news/latest-news-in-english/680-parliamentarians-
play-crucial-role-in-promoting-human-rights?switch_to_desktop ui=908 (Accessed on 30 January
2023).

Refer to Part VI, Employment Relations Act 2020 (pending Royal Assent).

Migration and Sustainable Development Policy’ (2019)
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1481/files/appeal/documents/Tonga%20Migration%20
and%20Sustainable%20Development%20Policy.pdf (Accessed 30 January 2023).

CTIL ‘2019 Annual Report’ (2019) https://cti2024.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020.03.04-CTI-
AR-2019-screen-FINAL-compressed.pdf (Accessed on 6 February 2023).

Universal Ratification and Implementation in the Pacific’ (2019) https://cti2024.org/region/pacific/
(Accessed 30 January 2023).

Recommendation 94.28 (United Kingdom) and 94.29 (Honduras).

Tonga ratifies ILO Convention on Worst Forms of Child Labour’ (2020)
https://matangitonga.to/2020/08/05/tonga-ratifies-child-labour (Accessed 30 January 2023).

ILO in Tonga’ (2018) https://www.ilo.org/suva/countries-covered/tonga/ WCMS_634367/lang--
en/index.htm (Accessed 30 January 2023).

Refer to Gazette Supplement Extraordinary No. 41 of 1 September 2020.

Recommendations 94.26 (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), 94.8 (Iceland),
94.25 (New Zealand).

Recommendation 94.40 (Mexico).
Recommendations 94.36 (Germany), 94.37 (Germany), 94.38 (Honduras).

Recommendation 94.39 (Canada), 94.41 (Montenegro), 94.42 (Netherlands), 94.43 (Portugal), 94.44
(Chile), 94.45 (Timor- Leste), 94.46 (United States of America), 94.47 (Argentina).

Recommendation 93.32 (China).
Recommendation 93.2 (Thailand).
Recommendation 93.25 (Republic of Korea).

Tonga Climate Change Policy — A Resilient Tonga by 2035 (2016)
https://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/wp-content/uploads/laws/4353.pdf (Accessed on 30 January 2023).

Recommendation 93.26 (Sierra Leone).
Recommendations 94.48 (Honduras), 94.50 (Italy), 94.51 (Canada), 94.52 (Portugal).

Universal Periodic Review — Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review-
Tonga (2008) https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/lib-docs/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session2/
TO/A_HRC 8 48 Tonga E.pdf (Accessed on 29 January 2023).

Recommendations 93.47 (Italy), 93.48 (Uruguay).
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https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/lib-docs/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session2/TO/A_HRC_8_48_Tonga_E.pdf
https://www.parliament.gov.to/media-centre/latest-news/latest-news-in-english/680-parliamentarians-play-crucial-role-in-promoting-human-rights?switch_to_desktop_ui=908
https://www.parliament.gov.to/media-centre/latest-news/latest-news-in-english/680-parliamentarians-play-crucial-role-in-promoting-human-rights?switch_to_desktop_ui=908
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1481/files/appeal/documents/Tonga%20Migration%20and%20Sustainable%20Development%20Policy.pdf
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1481/files/appeal/documents/Tonga%20Migration%20and%20Sustainable%20Development%20Policy.pdf
https://cti2024.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020.03.04-CTI-AR-2019-screen-FINAL-compressed.pdf
https://cti2024.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020.03.04-CTI-AR-2019-screen-FINAL-compressed.pdf
https://cti2024.org/region/pacific/
https://matangitonga.to/2020/08/05/tonga-ratifies-child-labour
https://www.ilo.org/suva/countries-covered/tonga/WCMS_634367/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/suva/countries-covered/tonga/WCMS_634367/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/wp-content/uploads/laws/4353.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/lib-docs/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session2/TO/A_HRC_8_48_Tonga_E.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/lib-docs/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session2/TO/A_HRC_8_48_Tonga_E.pdf
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[2010] Tonga LR 124.

Refer to section 37, Education Act (Tonga).
Recommendation 94.53 (Thailand).
Recommendation 94.54 (United States of America).

REACH platform delivers beyond recovery to communities in Tonga’ (2022)
https://www.undp.org/pacific/press-releases/reach-platform-delivers-beyond-recovery-communities-
tonga (Accessed 30 January 2023).

Recommendation 93.28 (Canada).
Recommendation 93.23 (Netherlands).
Recommendation 93.27 (Philippines).

Refer to US Department of State, ‘2022 trafficking in Persons Report : Tonga’ (2022)
https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-trafficking-in-persons-report/tonga/ (Accessed 6 February 2023).

Migration Technical Working Group of Tonga and IOM, ‘Migration and Sustainable Development
Policy’ (2020)
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1481/files/appeal/documents/Tonga%20Migration%20
and%20Sustainable%20Development%20Policy.pdf (Accessed 6 February 2023) 30.

CSFT Research hub, ‘Concept Paper Trafficking in Persons’ (2022).

Tonga in U.S project countering human trafficking’ (2022) https://matangitonga.to/2022/08/04/tonga-
us-project-countering-human-trafficking (Accessed 6 February 2022).

U.S Launches New Project to Counter trafficking in persons in the Pacific Region’ (2022)
https://fj.usembassy.gov/u-s-launches-new-project-to-counter-trafficking-in-persons-in-the-pacific-
region/ (Accessed 6 February 2022).

The Employment Relations Act 2020 was passed by the Legislative Assembly in 2020 and is currently
pending Royal Assent.

Refer to section 24, Employment Relations Act 2020 (Tonga).
Refer to section 11, Employment Relations Act 20202 (Tonga).
Recommendation 93.34 (Uruguay).

Refer to section 29, Public Service Policy 2010 http://psc.gov.to/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/PublicServicePolicy2010 1.pdf (Accessed 6 February 2023).

Recommendation 93.33 (Republic of Korea).
Recommendations 93.37 (Angola), 93.35 (Maldives), 93.36 (Algeria), 94.55 (Uruguay).

Ministry of Health Corporate Plan & Budget 2019/20- 2021/2022 (2019) https://pmo.gov.to/wp-
content/uploads/2019/11/MOH-Corporate-Plan-2019-2021-FINAL-ENGLISH.pdf (Accessed 6
February 2023).

Ministry of Health Corporate Plan & Budget 2019/20- 2021/2022 (2019) https://pmo.gov.to/wp-
content/uploads/2019/11/MOH-Corporate-Plan-2019-2021-FINAL-ENGLISH.pdf (Accessed 6
February 2023).

Refer to — ‘Preparing for National COVID19 Vaccine Rollout’ (2021)
http://www.health.gov.to/en/preparing-national-covid-19-vaccine-rollout (Accessed on 6 February
2023).
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https://crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1481/files/appeal/documents/Tonga%20Migration%20and%20Sustainable%20Development%20Policy.pdf
https://matangitonga.to/2022/08/04/tonga-us-project-countering-human-trafficking
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http://psc.gov.to/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/PublicServicePolicy2010_1.pdf
http://psc.gov.to/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/PublicServicePolicy2010_1.pdf
https://pmo.gov.to/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/MOH-Corporate-Plan-2019-2021-FINAL-ENGLISH.pdf
https://pmo.gov.to/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/MOH-Corporate-Plan-2019-2021-FINAL-ENGLISH.pdf
https://pmo.gov.to/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/MOH-Corporate-Plan-2019-2021-FINAL-ENGLISH.pdf
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Refer to

https:/stats.pacificdata.org/vis?tm=covid&pg=0&df[ds]=SPC2&df[id]=DF _COVID_ VACCINATION
&df[ag]=SPC&df[vs]=1.0&pd=2022-07-
01%2C&dq=D..COVIDVACAD1%2BCOVIDVACAD2%2BCOVIDVACBST%2BCOVIDVACADT
%2BCOVIDVACADIRT%2BCOVIDVACAD2RT&ly[cl]=INDICATOR&ly[rw]=GEO_PICT&lo=1.

Recommendation 93.15 (Portugal), 93.16 (Ukraine).

Tonga Education Policy Framework 2004-2019” (2004) https://uil.unesco.org/i/doc/lifelong-
learning/policies/tonga-education-policy-framework-2004-2019.pdf (Accessed on 6 February 2023);
also refer to ‘Tonga: Education Policy Framework 2019 (2019) https://uil.unesco.org/document/tonga-
education-policy-framework-2019-issued-2004 (Accessed on 6 February 2023).

Section 37, Education Act [Cap. 13.01] (Tonga)
https://ago.gov.to/cms/images/LEGISLATION/PRINCIPAL/2013/2013-0023/EducationAct_3.pdf
(Accessed on 6 February 2023).

Tonga Statistics Department, ‘Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey’ (2019)
https://tongastats.gov.to/survey/mics-survey/ (Accessed on 6 February 2023).

Recommendation 93.21 (Slovenia), 93.41 (France).
Recommendation 93.43 (Morocco).

Recommendation 93.44 (New Zealand), 93.46 (Sierra Leone), 93.42 (New Zealand), 93.24 (United
States of America).

Refer to Law Practitioners Role 2023.

First Female Appointed Acting Judge of the Supreme Court’ (17 August 2020) http://www.tonga-
broadcasting.net/?p=19272 (Accessed 28 January 2023).

Petunia Tupou appointed new Supreme Court Judge (27 July 2022)
https://matangitonga.to/2022/07/27/petunia-tupou-appointed-new-supreme-court-judge (Accessed on
28 January 2023).

Requirements and Procedure for Applications for Appointment of King’s Counsel’, Practice Direction
No.1 of 2020 file:///C:/Users/AEK/Downloads/Practice%20Direction%201%2001%202020.pdf
(Accessed on 28 January 2023).

Recommendation 93.31 (Ireland), 93.38 (Honduras), 93.40 (Honduras), 93.45 (Chile), 94.56
(Honduras), 94.57 (Iceland), 94.58 (Australia).

Recommendation 93.29 (Brazil), 93.30 (Italy), 93.51 (Turkey), 93.50 (Argentina), 93.49 (Sierra
Leone).

Refer to Table G27- Population with illness or injury who sought care by sex, division and region,
page 116 of the Census 2021, Vol 1), https://tongastats.gov.to/download/272/census-report-and-
factsheet/7647/census-report-vol1-2021.pdf page 28 (Accessed on 6 February 2023).

Recommendation 93.52 (Singapore).

Refer to section 69, Employment Relations Act 2020 (Tonga).
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https://uil.unesco.org/i/doc/lifelong-learning/policies/tonga-education-policy-framework-2004-2019.pdf
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https://ago.gov.to/cms/images/LEGISLATION/PRINCIPAL/2013/2013-0023/EducationAct_3.pdf
https://tongastats.gov.to/survey/mics-survey/
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