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 I. Background and framework 

 A. Scope of international obligations1 

  International human rights treaties2 

 Status during previous cycle Action after review Not ratified/not accepted 

    Ratification, 
accession or 
succession 

ICERD (1971) 

ICESCR (1984) 

ICCPR (1984) 

ICCPR-OP 2 (1991) 

CEDAW (1994) 

CAT (1986) 

CRC (1993) 

OP-CRC-AC (signature only, 2001) 

OP-CRC-SC (signature only, 2001) 

CRPD (signature only, 2008) 

CPED (signature only, 2007) 

OP-CAT  
(signature only, 2009) 
ICRMW  
(signature only, 2009) 

ICCPR-OP 2 

Reservations, 
declarations and/or 
understandings 

   

Complaint 
procedures, inquiry 
and urgent action3 

ICCRP-OP 1 (1984) 

OP-CEDAW, art. 8 (2005) 

CAT, art. 20 (1986)  
and arts. 21 and 22 (2000) 

OP-CRPD, art. 6 (signature only, 2008) 

CPED (signature only, 2007) 

ICRMW 
(signature only, 2009) 

ICERD, art. 14 

OP-ICESCR, ICCPR,  
art. 41  

OP-CRC-IC 

  Other main relevant international instruments  

 Status during previous cycle Action after review Not ratified 

    Ratification, 
accession or 
succession 

Palermo Protocol4 

1951 Convention relating to the Status of 
Refugees and its 1967 Protocol 

Geneva Conventions of August 1949 and 
Additional Protocols I and II5 

ILO fundamental conventions6 

 1954 Convention relating to the 
Status of Stateless Persons  

1961 Convention on the 
Reduction of Statelessness  

Additional Protocol III to the 
Geneva Conventions7 

Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide 

Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court (signature only) 

ILO Conventions Nos. 169 and 
1898 

UNESCO Convention against 
Discrimination in Education 
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1. Several treaty bodies encouraged Cameroon to ratify ICRMW; CRPD; CPED; OP-
CRC-SC; OP-CRC-AC; ICCPR-OP 2; OP-ICESCR, and OP-CRPD.9 

2. Taking note of the response by Cameroon to the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 
recommendation to ratify OP-CAT and to set up a national preventive mechanism, the 
Committee against Torture (CAT) encouraged Cameroon to ratify the Optional Protocol.10 

3. The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) encouraged 
Cameroon to ratify the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide and ILO Convention No. 169.11 

4. CERD and UNESCO encouraged Cameroon to ratify the UNESCO Convention 
against Discrimination in Education.12 

5. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) recommended that 
Cameroon consider acceding to the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless 
Persons and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.13 

 B. Constitutional and legislative framework 

6. The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) noted that delays in adopting the 
draft code on child protection and the draft code on persons and the family hindered 
progress on children’s rights.14 CRC urged Cameroon to expedite the adoption of these two 
drafts and ensure implementation of the legislation on children’s rights.15 

7. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) 
urged Cameroon to adopt the draft Law on the Prevention and Punishment of Violence 
against Women and Gender-based Discrimination.16 

8. CRC was concerned about the lack of legal and administrative adoption procedure, 
disparities in adoption provisions and their non-compliance with the best interests of the 
child as well as sale of children for adoptive purposes. It recommended that Cameroon 
adopt a unified national law governing adoption.17 

9. The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) noted the 
adoption of the Act on the Protection and Advancement of Persons with Disabilities18 
(2010) and the Act on Legal Aid (2009).19 

10. CERD recommended that Cameroon adopt the bill on the rights of indigenous 
people, ensuring their participation in the drafting process.20 

 C. Institutional and human rights infrastructure and policy measures  

  Status of national human rights institutions21 

National human rights institution Status during previous cycle Status during present cycle22 

   National Commission on Human Rights and 
Freedoms of Cameroon 

B status (October 2006)  A (March 2010) 

11. While welcoming the law to strengthen the independence of the National 
Commission on Human Rights and Freedoms (NCHRF) and the Act improving NCHRF 
compliance with the Paris Principles,23 several treaty bodies were concerned about its lack 
of independence and recommended that Cameroon guarantee this.24 CERD particularly 
recommended passing a law to put NCHRF on a constitutional footing.25 CESCR 
recommended adequately staffing and funding the National Commission26 and the Human 
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Rights Committee (HR Committee) urged that it be provided with resources to monitor 
prison conditions.27 

12. CEDAW recommended that Cameroon establish a deputy Gender Ombudsperson to 
promote women’s rights.28 CRC also recommended the establishment of an office of the 
Commissioner for Children within the NCHRF or the appointment of an independent 
Ombudsperson to monitor CRC implementation.29 

13. UNICEF noted that an interministerial committee to monitor and combat human 
trafficking had been established in 201030 and that the Child Trafficking Act of 2005 had 
been amended in 2012 to extend to all victims of trafficking and to combat trafficking in all 
its forms.31 

14. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
recommended that Cameroon consider creating an independent national institution to 
implement and coordinate refugee protection and assistance.32 

15. CERD recommended that Cameroon establish the Senate and the Constitutional 
Council, which were not yet operational.33 

 II. Cooperation with human rights mechanisms 

 A. Cooperation with treaty bodies34 

 1. Reporting status 

Treaty body 
Concluding observations 
included in previous review 

Latest report 
submitted since 
previous review 

Latest concluding 
observations Reporting status 

     CERD March 1998 2008 March 2010 Nineteenth to twenty-first reports overdue 
since 2012 

CESCR December 1999 2008 December 2011 Fourth report due in 2016 

HR Committee November 1999 2008 July 2010 Fifth report overdue since 2013 

CEDAW June 2000 2007/2011 January 2009 Fourth and fifth reports pending 
consideration in 2014 

CAT November 2003 2008 May 2010 Fifth report due in 2014 

CRC October 2001 2008 January 2010 Third to fifth reports due in 2015 

2. Responses to specific follow-up requests by treaty bodies 

Concluding observations 

Treaty body Due in Subject matter Submitted in 

    CERD  2011 Definition of racial discrimination; refugees; indigenous people.35 – 

HR Committee 2011 Discrimination against women; torture; and human rights violations related 
to social riots.36 

201237 

CEDAW 2011 Review of discriminatory legislation; violence against women.38 – 

CAT 2011 Pretrial detention; journalists and human rights defenders; investigations 
into February 2008 events; state of emergency.39 

– 
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Views 

Treaty body Number of views Status 

HR Committee 240 Dialogue ongoing. 

 B. Cooperation with special procedures41 

 Status during previous cycle Current status  

   Standing invitation No  No 

Visits undertaken Torture (1999) Right to Food (July 2012) 

Visits agreed to in principle  Water and Sanitation 

Freedom of expression 

Minorities 

Visits requested Freedom of opinion and expression HR Defenders (2012) 

Responses to letters of allegations and 
urgent appeals 

During the period under review 17 communications were sent. The Government 
replied to 8 of them. 

 C. Cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights 

16. Cameroon contributed financially to OHCHR in 2009. 

17. In 2011, The United Nations Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in Central 
Africa/OHCHR Central Africa Regional Office (CARO) facilitated and funded technical 
advisory services and training for Cameroon NHRI commissioners and staff to, inter alia, 
more effectively address individual cases alleging human rights violations.42 Throughout 
various events, it raised awareness on multiple forms of discrimination faced by indigenous 
women, women living with disabilities and elderly women. Furthermore, following joint 
advocacy undertaken by CARO and civil society organizations, Cameroon committed itself 
to ratifying CRPD.43 

 III. Implementation of international human rights obligations, 
taking into account applicable international humanitarian 
law 

 A. Equality and non-discrimination 

18. While noting that the 1972 Constitution prohibits discrimination, CERD regretted 
that the prohibition of racial discrimination was not fully incorporated into Cameroonian 
legislation, including the Criminal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure.44 CESCR 
recommended adopting anti-discrimination legislation listing all prohibited grounds for 
discrimination.45 

19. CEDAW remained concerned about patriarchal attitudes and deep-rooted 
stereotypes concerning women’s roles and responsibilities46 as well as the position of 
women and girls in rural areas, which was characterized by poverty, illiteracy and 
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difficulties with access to health and social services.47 It recommended, inter alia, the 
elimination of discrimination regarding land ownership.48 

20. Concerned at the lack of priority to eliminate various discriminatory provisions 
dealing, inter alia, with adultery, polygamy, ownership of trade, nationality, widowhood, 
family home and inheritance as well as about the exemption from punishment for a rapist if 
he married the victim, CEDAW urged Cameroon to amend or repeal all discriminatory 
legislation.49 HR Committee urged that compatibility between customary law and statutory 
law be ensured.50 

21. CERD was concerned at discrimination against and marginalization of indigenous 
people’s51 regarding their civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights.52 CRC 
recommended that Cameroon address the geographical disparities in the protection of 
indigenous children’s rights, with particular attention to Bororo, Baka, Bakola and Mafa 
children living in remote areas.53 

22. UNCHR noted that the poor functioning of civil registration centres had resulted in a 
very low level of birth registration, which seriously affected the rights of unregistered 
children to access to basic services. It pointed out that the problem was particularly acute in 
rural areas, such as in Bororo, Baka, Bakola, and Mafa.54 UNHCR recommended the 
implementation of a Universal Birth Registration strategy, in order to include all children. 
UNICEF noted that the new Civil Registration Act of 6 May 2011 extended the deadline to 
register a child’s birth from 30 to 90 days and established a National Registry Office.55 

23. CERD was concerned by the predominance of French and the inequality for the 
English-speaking population in the south of Cameroon and recommended implementing 
bilingual policies.56 

 B. Right to life, liberty and security of the person 

24. HR Committee noted that Cameroonian courts imposed the death penalty, in 
accordance with the Penal Code, and urged Cameroon to abolish it or formalize the current 
death penalty de facto moratorium.57 

25. The HR Committee also urged Cameroon to promptly investigate extra-judicial 
executions by law enforcement officers, bringing perpetrators to justice, providing remedies 
to victims and establish an independent mechanism to carry out such investigations.58 

26. The HR Committee stated that Cameroon should take effective measures to address 
the issue of “vigilante justice” against persons suspected of crimes which reportedly had 
resulted in several deaths and to ensure that such acts were investigated and the persons 
responsible brought to justice.59 

27. Concerned about widespread torture60 and the fact that confessions obtained under 
torture were taken into consideration during court hearings, HR Committee urged 
Cameroon to ensure prompt impartial and effective investigations of torture allegations by 
an independent body and to revise article 30.2 of the Criminal Procedure Code.61 

28. CAT remained concerned about the lack of independence of the Special Police 
Oversight Division and by the fact that inquiries into torture committed by the police were 
carried out by police officials of this Division and that only a few complaints were 
admitted, investigated and led to prosecutions. It urged Cameroon to establish an 
independent body.62 

29. CAT was also concerned about the high number of deaths in custody and excessive 
use of armed force by the security forces during escape attempts by prisoners and urged 
Cameroon to prevent violence between and against prisoners, and deaths in custody.63 
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30. The Director General of UNESCO condemned the killing of Germain Ngota Ngota 
and noted the lack of information on the results of investigation into this crime.64 

31. While noting the commitment of Cameroon in its UPR to improving prison 
conditions, CAT remained perturbed by the deplorable conditions in detention places. It 
urged Cameroon inter alia to reduce prison overcrowding by favouring non-custodial 
penalties, put an end to corruption and strengthen judicial supervision of prison 
conditions.65 

32. CAT was also concerned about the use in prisons of chains and solitary confinement 
as disciplinary measures and encouraged Cameroon to repeal the decree on disciplinary 
measures in prison.66 

33. In 2012, during his visit, the Special Rapporteur on the right to food stated that the 
State party should provide persons deprived of liberty with an adequate and sufficient 
amount of food so they did not have to rely on food from their families to feed themselves. 
The particular needs of pregnant and breastfeeding women must also be taken into 
account.67 

34. Stating that safeguards against illegal and arbitrary arrest were often not 
implemented, the HR Committee urged Cameroon to implement the Criminal Procedure 
Code guarantees and afford persons subjected to illegal and arbitrary detention judicial 
redress and compensation.68 

35. HR Committee was concerned about long pretrial detention periods and the high 
number of persons held in pretrial detention.69 

36. HR Committee remained concerned about the criminalization of consensual sexual 
acts between same sex adults and inhumane and degrading treatment of persons detained 
for having sexual relations with a same sex person. It urged Cameroon to decriminalize 
consensual sexual acts between same sex adults and address social prejudice and 
stigmatization against homosexuality.70 

37. Regarding female genital mutilation and breast ironing, CEDAW urged Cameroon 
to enact national legislation to prohibit harmful practices and strengthen its awareness-
raising on the issue.71 CAT, HR Committee and CESCR had similar concerns.72 

38. Concerned at the high level of violence against women and girls, the lack of a 
specific law on violence against women and the non-recognition of marital rape as a 
criminal offence, CEDAW urged Cameroon to ensure that domestic violence, marital rape 
and all forms of sexual abuse constitute a criminal offence.73 CAT, HR Committee and 
CESCR shared those concerns.74 

39. Concerned about ill-treatment and an extremely high level of violence against 
children, CRC recommended that Cameroon protect children against any form of 
violence.75 CRC also urged Cameroon to prohibit by law all forms of corporal punishment 
in all settings.76 

40. UNICEF reported that child labour remained a concern and that in 2010, 39.7 per 
cent of children aged 10 to 17 were engaged in economic activity.77 

41. The ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and 
Recommendations (ILO Committee of Experts) urged Cameroon to adopt and implement 
the National Plan to Combat Child Labour78 and to abolish work by children under the 
minimum age for admission to employment.79 CRC was also concerned at the high rate of 
child labour.80 

42. Considering that street children were particularly exposed to the worst forms of 
child labour, the ILO Committee of Experts encouraged Cameroon to pursue its efforts to 
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identify, withdraw and reintegrate street children.81 CRC recommended that Cameroon 
ensure that they have access to education, health services, shelter and food.82 

43. CRC and CEDAW were concerned about the sexual exploitation and trafficking of 
children83 as well as the trafficking and exploitation of women for commercial ends.84 The 
ILO Committee of Experts asked Cameroon to provide information on the measures taken 
under the National Plan to Combat Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation.85 It urged 
Cameroon to ensure that anyone engaging in the sale and trafficking of children under 18 
and any State official involved in such acts was prosecuted.86 It also asked about the 
measures taken to prevent and combat the trafficking of women from Cameroon for sexual 
exploitation abroad.87 

 C. Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law 

44. HR Committee was concerned about the independence of the judiciary and the fact 
that the Criminal Procedure Code allowed for intervention by the Ministry of Justice or by 
the Attorney General to end criminal proceedings in certain instances. It urged Cameroon to 
protect the independence and impartiality of the judiciary.88 

45. CAT noted with concern that a Criminal Procedure Code provision allowed the 
Ministry of Justice to terminate criminal prosecutions in the “social interest” or for “public 
order”. It urged Cameroon to review the Code to ensure that all criminal proceedings lead 
to the acquittal or conviction of the accused and that any such Ministry of Justice decision 
should be open to judicial appeal.89 

46. Noting the jurisdiction of military courts over civilians, HR Committee urged 
Cameroon to ensure that trials of civilians by military courts were exceptional.90 

47. CAT remained concerned about the lack of protection of complainants and witnesses 
against ill-treatment91 and urged Cameroon to facilitate access to justice for victims of 
torture and make legal aid available to all persons.92 

48. CRC urged Cameroon to improve the juvenile justice system, by, inter alia, raising 
the minimum age of criminal responsibility to 12 years93 and both UNICEF and CAT also 
urged that imprisonment be used only as a last resort for children in conflict with the law 
and that alternative detention centres be developed for minors.94 

49. CERD recommended ensuring equal access to justice for indigenous people.95 

50. CERD also recommended that Cameroon reform the justice system with the aim of 
reducing mob justice.96 

51. While noting that the administrative inquiry into the allegations of human rights 
violations during the events of February 2008 had concluded that the security forces had 
acted in self-defence, CAT was concerned about reports alleging that the security forces 
committed human rights violations and recommended that Cameroon open an independent 
inquiry into such events.97 

 D. Right to privacy, marriage and family life  

52. CRC was concerned about disparities between the minimum legal ages for marriage 
of boys and girls and urged Cameroon to raise the legal age of marriage for girls to 18 
years.98 

53. HR Committee urged Cameroon to protect girls from early marriage99 and CRC 
urged that early and forced marriages be explicitly criminalized by the law.100 
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54. HR Committee101 and CEDAW102 urged that polygamy be eliminated.  

55. Concerned about the high number of children deprived of parental care, CRC 
recommended that Cameroon protect their rights and address their needs.103 

 E. Freedom of expression, association and right to participate in public 
and political life  

56. CAT expressed its concern about journalists and harassment of human rights 
defenders’, arbitrary arrest, torture, and death threats and urged Cameroon to ensure 
thorough inquiry into such acts.104 

57. UNESCO encouraged Cameroon to begin the process of introducing a freedom of 
information law and to decriminalize the defamation law. It added that Cameroon must 
ensure that journalists and media workers were able to practise in a free and safe 
environment.105 

58. In 2011, three Special Rapporteurs106 sent Cameroon an urgent appeal concerning 
allegations of murder, intimidation and harassment of human rights defenders.107 

59. Worried by reports of anonymous threats being made against human rights 
defenders working to protect the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
persons, OHCHR stated that Cameroon should provide adequate protection to those human 
rights defenders.108 

60. The ILO Committee of Experts hoped that during the revision of the Penal Code the 
explanations that it had provided would be taken into account in such a way that no prison 
sentence could be imposed on persons who expressed certain political views or opposition 
to the established system.109 

61. CESCR was concerned about the interference of Cameroon in the running of trade 
unions.110 The ILO Committee of Experts noted that Cameroon had indicated the 
establishment of a committee for the revision of the Labour Code and the revision of the 
provisions in respect of trade unions to bring them into conformity with the provisions of 
the Convention on Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise.111 

62. In 2012, four Special Rapporteurs112 sent a joint communication concerning 
allegations of undue restrictions on the right to freedom of peaceful assembly. According to 
the information received, in March 2012, the authorities had prevented a meeting on AIDS 
and the human rights of sexual minorities from being held. It was also reported that the 
president and 14 members of the Movement for the Defense of Human Rights and 
Freedoms had been arrested in March 2012 during a peaceful demonstration.113 

63. CEDAW called upon Cameroon to increase women’s representation in decision-
making positions, and participation in political and public life.114 

 F. Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work 

64. CESCR remained concerned about high unemployment and underemployment rates. 
It recommended that Cameroon inter alia overcome obstacles preventing young people and 
women from entering the formal labour market and develop professional training.115 

65. CEDAW noted with concern that women were concentrated in the farming, 
domestic service and informal sector, resulting in their exclusion from social security 
programmes. It also underlined the 1981 Decree allowing a husband to oppose his wife’s 
employment by invoking the interests of the household and the children. It urged Cameroon 
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to ensure, inter alia, equal opportunities for women and men in the labour market as well as 
access to social services for women in the informal sector.116 

66. The ILO Committee of Experts urged Cameroon to ensure that the Labour Code 
included provisions prohibiting discrimination based on race, colour, sex, religion, political 
opinion, national extraction and social origin.117 

67. Concerned that the minimum wage did not provide a decent living for workers and 
their families, CESCR recommended taking into account the minimum requirements for 
subsistence when setting the minimum wage.118 

68. Noting the statement by Cameroon about a significant improvement in the situation 
of members of the Baka, Bagyéli and Mbororo communities in the labour market, the ILO 
Committee of Experts asked for specific information in support of this statement.119 

 G. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living 

69. UNICEF noted that 46 per cent of children under 18 years were affected by poverty 
and that considerable disparities existed between rural and urban areas. Thus, 60 per cent of 
all children who were poor lived in the Adamaoua, East, North and Far North provinces.120 

70. In 2012, the Special Rapporteur on the right to food noted that around 33 per cent of 
all children were suffering from chronic malnutrition. The situation was particularly acute 
in rural areas, where 20 per cent of children were underweight, compared to 7 per cent in 
urban areas.121  

71. At the end of his visit, the Special Rapporteur made a number of recommendations 
to Cameroon, focusing in particular on devising a framework law on the right to food; 
taking into account the views of communities on decisions concerning the concessions of 
the land on which they rely for their livelihood; designing a programme to introduce 
structural improvements in the Far North; reviewing land tenure systems and extending 
social welfare coverage to the entire population.122 

72. CESCR urged Cameroon to provide a broader social protection and to introduce 
non-contributory schemes to cover persons unable to pay premiums.123 UNICEF also 
recommended accelerating the development of social services in order to establish universal 
health insurance.124 

73. CESCR urged Cameroon to speed up land reform, guarantee small-scale producers’ 
right to community lands and remove the obstacles to land ownership, particularly for 
women.125 

74. CESCR also expressed its concern at the housing shortage, the high rate of forced 
evictions, and lack of access to water supply and electricity by much of the rural 
population.126 

 H. Right to health 

75. UNICEF noted that, to improve access to health care, Cameroon should adopt a 
decentralization policy to facilitate local management of resources.127 However, more 
measures needed to be taken in terms of planning and budgeting in view of the 
inadequacies in allocation and distribution of public funding. Furthermore, poverty 
prevented the most vulnerable from accessing quality health care.128 

76. UNICEF also noted that certain societal norms, such as early marriage and 
pregnancy and refusal to consult medical professionals of the opposite sex, continued to 



A/HRC/WG.6/16/CMR/2 

GE.13-10898 11 

have a negative impact on the health of mothers and children, whose vulnerability was 
exacerbated by the HIV/AIDS pandemic.129 

77. CRC was also concerned at the lack of financial resources in the health sector and 
the inadequacy of health-care facilities and qualified health personnel. It recommended that 
Cameroon implement the 2011–2015 Health Sector Strategy.130 

78. Noting the poor quality medicines sold on the black market, CESCR urged 
Cameroon to dismantle this informal supply and improve access to generic medicines.131 

79. HR Committee remained concerned about the high maternal mortality,132 the 
abortion laws which might incite women to seek unsafe and illegal abortions, and about the 
unavailability of abortion even when the law permitted it. It urged Cameroon to ensure, 
inter alia, women access to reproductive health services and amend legislation to help 
women avoid unwanted pregnancies.133  

80. CESCR expressed particular concern about the high rate of teenage pregnancy134 and 
illegal abortions performed on teenage girls.135 CRC and CESCR were also concerned 
about child mortality.136 

81. UNICEF noted that progress had been made in terms of the number of births 
attended by qualified health professionals as well as the number of infants vaccinated.137 

82. CRC recommended integrating malnutrition in the policies of the Ministry of Public 
Health and in the Growth and Employment Strategy Paper.138 

83. Regarding cholera epidemics, CESCR urged Cameroon to develop public sanitation 
and waste treatment services, and provide safe water, especially in rural areas.139 

84. UNICEF noted that, since 2005, Cameroon had taken measures to prevent, treat and 
care for persons living with HIV and that free access to antiretrovirals was a step towards 
universal access.140 However, UNICEF reported that the fight against HIV/AIDS was 
disadvantaged by unequal distribution of qualified personnel between urban and rural areas 
and disruptions to the supply of inputs and antiretrovirals. In addition, persistent 
sociocultural constraints slowed progress in respect of the rights of people living with 
HIV.141 

85. CRC remained concerned at increasing HIV/AIDS rates among children and women 
and the increased number of orphans and vulnerable children due to HIV/AIDS.142 

 I. Right to education  

86. UNESCO pointed out that primary education was compulsory143 and that the 
Programme of National Literacy had boosted the literacy of youth and adults outside the 
formal educational system.144 It also reported that the Ministry for the Promotion of Women 
and the Family had affirmed that forced marriage was an obstacle to the right to 
education.145 UNESCO recommended that Cameroon adopt further measures aimed at 
combating discrimination in education, protecting minority groups, combating illiteracy and 
promoting gender equality.146 

87. Considering that compulsory education was one of the most effective means of 
combating child labour, the ILO Committee of Expert urged Cameroon to improve the 
education system so as to allow children under 14 access to basic compulsory schooling.147 

88. CRC recommended, inter alia, increasing budgetary allocations for basic and 
secondary education and ensuring access to education, particularly for girls, indigenous 
children and children without birth certificates.148 
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89. UNICEF noted that children belonging to minority groups, in particular the Bororo, 
the Pygmies, the disabled and refugees, had limited access to education149 and that the low 
enrolment rate of girls stemmed from stereotypical sociocultural practices.150 It therefore 
recommended that disparities in access to education should be reduced and adequate funds 
provided to develop preschool education.151 

90. CERD recommended that Cameroon eliminate discrimination against indigenous 
children regarding the right to education, adapt the education system to their culture and 
develop, in cooperation with indigenous peoples, education programmes addressing their 
special needs.152 

91. UNICEF reported that the Ministry of Basic Education and the National 
Commission on Human Rights and Freedoms had published a guide on human rights 
teaching for primary schools.153 

 J. Cultural rights 

92. UNESCO noted that a draft law orienting the future cultural policy had been 
developed and was being processed and that several other texts related to culture were 
undergoing the same process.154 

 K. Persons with disabilities 

93. CRC recommended that Cameroon inter alia adopt a clear definition of disability 
and implement legislation protecting children with disabilities.155 

94. CESCR was concerned about the difficulties of disabled persons in education and 
the labour market and recommended that Cameroon implement the Act on the Protection 
and Advancement of Persons with Disabilities.156 

 L. Minorities and indigenous peoples  

95. UNHCR stated that several population groups in the country were at risk of 
statelessness, particularly indigenous groups such as the Baka, Bakola, Bagyeli and 
Bedzang. They had not been properly registered due to the fact that they mostly lived in 
remote areas and to their low level of education. Other populations living in regions along 
the borders, such as the Bakassi Peninsula, might also be at risk of statelessness.157 UNHCR 
recommended that Cameroon review its nationality legislation to ensure compliance with 
international standards in the field of prevention of statelessness and the protection of 
stateless persons and take measures to prevent persons living in the Bakassi Peninsula from 
becoming stateless.158 

96. The Special Rapporteur on the right to food stressed that, as noted by the United 
Nations human rights treaty bodies and the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights, the terminology used to describe indigenous peoples did not conform to the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.159 

97. The Special Rapporteur also pointed out that studies had shown that indigenous 
communities were particularly at risk in terms of the enjoyment of the right to adequate 
food.160 

98. CESCR urged Cameroon to promote the right of indigenous peoples to an adequate 
standard of living and raise their awareness to their right to be involved in decision-making 
affecting them.161 
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99. CERD was concerned about the abuse of indigenous people by civil servants and 
recommended their protection against any attacks as well as the prosecution of the 
perpetrators of such acts.162 

100. CESCR pointed out that Baka, Pygmy and Mbororo communities had been moved 
away from their ancestral lands.163 Concerned about attacks on indigenous people’s land 
rights, CERD recommended establishing in domestic legislation the indigenous peoples’ 
right to own, use, develop and control their territories and resources and consulting them to 
obtain their free consent before approving any project affecting their territories.164 In the 
framework of the early-warning procedure, CERD considered the situation of the 
Mbandjock and Nkoteng peoples regarding the use of their land by the Sosucam 
Company.165 The Special Rapporteur on the right to food also recommended a 
comprehensive review of land tenure systems to ensure better protection of the rights of 
land users, including indigenous peoples.166 

 M. Migrants, refugees and asylum seekers  

101. UNHCR pointed out the signature of the Presidential decree that established the 
Eligibility and Appeals bodies and paved the way for the delivery of refugee cards. Noting 
that the bodies were not yet functioning, UNHCR encouraged Cameroon to operationalize 
the Commissions and issue identity cards to all refugees.167 

102. UNHCR noted that as at 30 June 2012, Cameroon hosted approximately 103,600 
refugees and asylum seekers coming mainly from countries of the subregion but also from 
the Great Lakes, and West and East Africa.168 

103. UNHCR stated that lack of resources, complex procedures, favouritism and 
corruption made accessing social services difficult, especially for refugees, and 
recommended enhancing living conditions for asylum seekers and refugees.169 

104. UNHCR noted that acts of xenophobia, ill-treatment and discrimination against 
refugees occurred as a result of isolated malicious acts, neighbourhood disputes and 
corruption.170 

105. UNHCR recommended that detention of asylum seekers was only used as a last 
resort, and when necessary, for a period as short as possible, that judicial safeguards be in 
place and that Cameroon consider alternatives to detention.171 

106. CAT was concerned about the power of officials at border crossings to decide 
whether someone may enter Cameroonian territory and urged Cameroon to revise its 
procedures and practices on expulsion, refoulement and extradition.172 

 N. Human rights and counter-terrorism 

107. In 2011, four holders of special procedures mandates — on counter-terrorism, 
torture, arbitrary detention and enforced disappearances173 — sent a letter related to their 
joint study on global practices in relation to secret detention in the context of countering 
terrorism. They urged Cameroon to provide information on the measures it had taken to 
investigate the allegations contained in the study and, if they were substantiated, to rectify 
the situation in accordance with international human rights norms and standards and to 
implement the corresponding recommendations. Cameroon had also been invited to provide 
the special procedures mandate holders with any other relevant information.174
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