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BAHAMAS -

Mr Presudent

Amnesty International welcomes the Bahamas commitment fo ratify the
Convention agalnst Torture andsOther Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment. We are disappointed, however, that the Bahamas has rejected a
recommendation to ratify the lnternatlonal Convention on the Protection of the -
Rights of ‘All Migrant Workers having stated it would conSIder domg SO durmg its.

_ _frst UPR in 2008.

Amnesty International weioomes the support of a recommendatlon to estabhsh a
fully independent oversight body to investigate complaints of police misconduct.’
The deaths in suspicious circumstances of two men in police custody in February
underline the urgent need for greater accountability for police abuses and for

investigations to be carried out in a thorough independent, and tlmely manner.
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Mr Pres:dent

'Amnesty lnternatlonat deeply regrets that the Bahamas has rejected

recommendations from 12 states regarding the death penalty Thisis
particularly disappointing in view of the fact that there have been no exeoutlons in
the Bahamas since 2000, that no death sentences were handed down in 2012,
and that only one person is-currently on death row. We wholly reject the’

government’s view that there is “no international consensus on the issue of the

! » AHRC/23/8, paragraph 92.3 (Portugal)
/b/d paragraph 92.8 (lndones;a Philippines)

’ Ibld paragraph 92.75. (Canada)

4 AJHRC/23/8, paragraphs 92.45-92.53 (ltaly; Norway Slovakia; Portugal; Estonla Spaln

© Uruguay; Chlle Austraha France; Ecuador United. Kingdom of Great Brltaln and Northern

Ireland)

tu Jf*f'*." g —3
VLLLE j;,v\@{\{; -



death penalty” ° Rather we recall that only.39 out of 185. states voted against the

UN moratorium on executions in November 2012. And in: response to the claim . -
~ that the death penalty must be retained to deter violent crime,® we stress that a
more effective strategy would be to enhance the criminal justice system and
tackling the root causes of crime and violence more effectively. We continue to

~ urge the Bahamas to establish an official moratorium on executions, to commute
all death sentences to prison sentences, and to abolish the death penalty in law.

Finally Mr. President

-We welcome the Bahamas support of recommendations to combat vrolence
against women and girls.” We also note that the Bahamas will contlnue to
_consider recommendations:to criminalize matital rape, having previously

rejected these during its. 2008 UPR. We hope this will lead to necessary reform of -
the Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence Act.

Thank you, Mr. Presrdent
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