United Nations AHRC/WG.6/12TGON2

@\1 \, General Assembly Distr.: General

7
\‘f ) 25 July 2011
\\s. 74 >

Original: English/French

Human Rights Council

Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review
Twelfth session

Geneva, 3-14 October 2011

Compilation prepared by the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rightsin accordance with
paragraph 15 (b) of the annex to Human Rights Council
resolution 5/1

Togo

The present report is a compilation of the infoipratcontained in the reports of
treaty bodies, special procedures, including olm@ms and comments by the State
concerned, and other relevant official United Nagialocuments. It does not contain any
opinions, views or suggestions on the part of tH&c® of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), other thaose contained in public reports
issued by OHCHR. It follows the structure of thexgeal guidelines adopted by the Human
Rights Council. Information included herein has rbegystematically referenced in
endnotes. The report has been prepared takingcamsideration the four-year periodicity
of the first cycle of the review. In the absencer@fent information, the latest available
reports and documents have been taken into coasioler unless they are outdated. Since
this report only compiles information containedoifficial United Nations documents, lack
of information or focus on specific issues may bie tb non-ratification of a treaty and/or
to a low level of interaction or cooperation wittiérnational human rights mechanisms.

GE. Please recycle @



A/HRC/WG.6/12/ITGO/2

Background and framewor k

Scope of international obligations

Recognition of specific

Core universal human Date of ratification, competences of treaty

rightstreatiesl accession or succession Declarations/reservations  bodies

ICERD 1 Sept. 1972 None Individual
complaints (art. 14):
No

ICESCR 24 May 1984 None -

ICCPR 24 May 1984 None Inter-State
complaints (art. 41):
No

ICCPR-OP 1 30 March 1980 None -

CEDAW 26 Sept. 1983 None -

CAT 18 Nov. 1987 None Inter-State
complaints (art. 21):
Yes
Individual
complaints (art. 22):
Yes
Inquiry procedure
(art. 20): Yes

OP-CAT 20 July 2010 None -

CRC 1 Aug. 1990 None -

OP-CRC-AC 28 Nov. 2005 Binding declaration-

under art. 3: 18 years

OP-CRC-SC 2 July 2004 None -

CRPD 1 March 2011 None -

CRPD-OP 1 March 2011 None Inquiry procedure

(arts. 6 and 7): Yes

Coretreaties to which Togo isnot a party: OP-ICESCR, (signature only, 2009), ICCPR-
OP 2, OP-CEDAW, ICRMW (signature only, 2001), areDC(signature only, 2010).

Other main relevant international instrument

Ratification, accession or succession

Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide

Yes

Rome Statute of the International CriminaNo
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Other main relevant international instrument Ratification, accession or succession

Court

Palermo Protocél Yes

Refugees and stateless persons Yes, except Stateless Persons Conventions.

Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 axvids, except Additional Protocol I
Additional Protocols thereto

ILO fundamental conventiofs Yes

UNESCO Convention against No
Discrimination in Education

1. The Committee on the Elimination of All Forms Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW) encouraged Togo to consider ratifying ICRRIW

2. En 2011, le systéme des Nations Unies-Togo (SNgb) a recommandé I'adhésion
du Togo au Statut de Rome de la Cour pénale irtenzde et au Protocole facultatif se
rapportant au Pacte international relatif aux dréitonomiques, sociaux et culturels.

3. In 2011, UNESCO recommended that Togo ratify 1860 UNESCO Convention
against Discrimination in Educatién.

Congtitutional and legidative framework

4. In 2011, the HR Committee noted with concernt thiee legislative reforms
guaranteeing equal rights for men and women, itiquéar the adoption of a new Criminal
Code and Personal and Family Code, had still nethlmmpleted, and that the bills in
guestion still failed to repeal all provisions digtinatory against women, such as those
relating to polygamy. Togo should speed up itsdagjive reforms, to make acts of violence
against women such as domestic violence and masts offences under the Criminal
Code? and to amend any provision of the Personal andilfa@ode that perpetuates
inequality between men and women, such as thelatipn that the man is the “head of the
family”.°

5. L'UNICEF a indiqué que I'harmonisation de la iggtion nationale avec la
Convention relative aux droits de I'enfant et lesr@s normes internationales relatives a la
protection de I'enfant par le biais de I'adoptiam @ode de I'enfant constituait une grande
avancée dans la mise en ceuvre des droits de lieatamogo:' CRC recommended that
Togo revise the Code de I'enfant through a paipy process in order to ensure full
compliance with the Convention; and to undertakeomprehensive review of other
existing legislation in order to identify areas wéegal reform is required.

Institutional and human rightsinfrastructure

6. In 1999, the National Commission for Human Rgf@NDH) was accredited with
A status by the International Coordinating Comnmeittef National Human Rights
Institutions for the Promotion and Protection ofrkan Rights (ICC), as reconfirmed in
2000 and 2007

7. HR Committee observed that CNDH's limited buddiet not permit it to carry out
its mandate fully. It was concerned about the leckollow-up to recommendations made
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by the Commission and encouraged Togo to alloaddéianal funds to the Commission so
that it can fulfil its mandate effectively and kginases before the courts if necessary.

8. CAT recommended that Togo adopt appropriate umeasto guarantee the
independence and impartiality of the CNDH, and tsuge its ability to deal with
complaints and investigate violations of the Corticen'®

9. CAT welcomed the establishment in 2005 of a ganmspectorate of security
services entrusted with monitoring the conditiond Eength of detentioff.

10. Le SNU-Togo a recommandé l'entrée en fonctidfecéve, dans un délai
raisonnable, du Médiateur de la République, conéonent aux dispositions de la
Constitution?’

11. En 2011, 'UNICEF a indiqué que le Comité natibdes droits de I'enfant (CNE)
prévu a l'article 453 du Code de I'enfant n’avaisgencore été mis en plaée.

D. Policy measures

12. OHCHR reported that a national human rights @ad programme of action had
been adopted in May 2007 and that a human righteebapproach was integrated into the
2008-2012 United Nations Development AssistancenEveork (UNDAF)®

13. En 2011, 'UNICEF a indiqué que le Documentpdétique nationale de protection
de I'enfant et le Plan stratégique national quimma¢ 2009-2013, validés en décembre
2008 par tous les acteurs de la protection dedignfi’avaient pas encore été adoptés par le
Gouvernement’

. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

A. Cooperation with human rights mechanisms

1. Cooperation with treaty bodies

Latest report
submitted and Latest concluding
Treaty body?* considered observations Follow-up response  Reporting status
CERD 2007 August 2008. Submitted in Eighteenth to
2009. twentieth reports
due 2011.

CESCR - May 2001. - Initial report due
1986, received
2010.

HR Committee 2009 March 2011. Due in 2012. Fifthont due
2015.

CEDAW 2004 January 2006. - Combined sixth
and seventh
reports received
2010.

CAT 2004 May 2006. Overdue since  Second report
received in
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Latest report
submitted and

Treaty body?* considered

Latest concluding
observations

Follow-up response  Reporting status

CRC 2003

OP-CRC-AC - -

OP-CRC-SC - -

CRPD - -

January 2005.

2007. 2011.

Combined third
and
fourthreports
received 2011.

- Initial report
overdue since
2007

- Initial report
received 2009.

- Initial report due
2013.

14. In 2008, the Committee on the Elimination ofcil& Discrimination (CERD)

welcomed the opportunity to resume dialogue witlgd@ after a long interruption and
invited it to submit its future reports in a regutaannet®.

15. OHCHR, through its country office in Togo, Haeen extending assistance to the
Government for the submission of overdue repontduding reports to CERD (2008), HR

Committee (2009), CESCR (2009), CRC (2010) and C201L1)%

Cooperation with special procedures

Sanding invitation issued

Latest visits or mission reports

Visits agreed upon in principle

Visits requested and not yet agreed upon
Facilitation/cooperation during missions
Follow-up to visits

Responses to |etters of allegations and
urgent appeals

Responses to questionnaires on thematic
issues

No

Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights defenders (2008); Special
Rapporteur on torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment (2007).

Special Rapporteur on summary executions.

During the period under review, no
communications were sent.

Togo responded to 4 of the 23
guestionnaires sent by special procedures
mandate holder,within the deadlines.

Cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

16. Cooperation is facilitated through the OHCHRirtoy office in Togo, which was
established in 2006 with the aim of strengtheniatiomal capacities relating to the human

rights promotion and protection,

including with aeg to implementing the 22
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commitments on democracy and human rights made thighEuropean Union in April
2004, the recommendations of OHCHR's fact-findingssion of 2005, and the
recommendations of United Nations treaty bodiesathdr human rights mechanis#is.

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into
account applicableinternational humanitarian law

1. Equality and non-discrimination

17. CEDAW urged the introduction of measures to ifiyodr eliminate customs and
practices that discriminate against women, in palar forced and early marriages,
discriminatory widowhood practices, as well as faté, bondage and female genital
mutilation. It invited Togo to increase its effort® implement awareness-raising
programmes, in collaboration with civil society anigations, women’s non-governmental
organizations and community leadé&ts.

18. CEDAW urged Togo to take appropriate measucesliminate all forms of
discrimination against women with respect to thenemship and inheritance of land. It
invited Togo to place emphasis on women’s humahtsign all development cooperation
programme$g!

19. CEDAW expressed concern that the number of woimeecision-making positions

in political and public life remained low, includjrin the Parliament, the civil service and
the judiciary® En 2011, le SNU-Togo a constaté que la propodiesfemmes siégeant au
Parlement était de 11 %. Un avant-projet de loianisa instituer un quota de

représentativité des femmes de 30 % dans les oedfade décision était en attente
d’adoption?®

20. CEDAW noted with appreciation the adoption pédal measures in the fields of
education and employment, such as the lowering abfod fees for girls and the
establishment of entry quotas for women in sedtaiditionally reserved for men, including
the police and the arny.

21. CEDAW remained concerned that the law relatingationality precludes a foreign
woman spouse from retaining Togolese nationalitgrudivorcé. CRC was concerned
that children born out of wedlock or children wftdreign fathers may, in some instances,
be denied Togolese citizenship.

22. CERD encouraged Togo to include in its ledistata definition of racial
discrimination in line with the Conventi&hand recommended that the Government's
activities, including the activities of the Officef the High Commissioner for
Reconciliation and Strengthening National Unityketanto account the principle of non-
discrimination®*

23. CERD noted with concern an ethnic imbalancthéncivil service and in the army,
where the Kabye-Tem-Losso group was predominanttheiOethnic groups were
underrepresented in the Government, the Assentidyntagistracy and public institutions.
It encouraged Togo to continue its efforts to impdat the recommendations of the 2005
fact-finding mission by taking urgent and adequateasures to radically transform
recruitment in the army and civil service so asetitect the cultural and ethnic diversity of
Togolese societ.

24.  The HR Committee and CERD were concerned abeufailure of Togo to impose
penalties on political leaders and journalists Wiaal incited ethnic hatred and tribalism
during the 2005 elections, with resulting massaares population displacemerffsSCERD
was concerned that tensions between various etiroigps could persist and hinder the
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reconciliation process. It invited Togo to stepitgpefforts to promote harmonious relations
between the various ethnic and cultural grotips.

25. CRC noted with concern that societal discrirmidmapersisted against vulnerable
groups of children, in particular girls and childraith disabilities. It expressed concern
about continuing discrimination against girls witespect to access to education,
employment and inheritance. It urged Togo to urakertan in-depth review of its
legislation, including the Individuals and Familpd® and the Nationality Code of 1998, in
order to fully guarantee the application of thenpiple of non-discrimination, and to adopt
a comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimimatan any grounds and against all
vulnerable groupg8 En 2011, TUNICEF a indiqué que malgré la sigmaten 2008 de la
Convention relative aux droits des personnes hapées, les enfants handicapés au Togo
continuaient de faire face a une forte exclusiamt tau niveau de la famille que de la
communauté® CRC was concerned that only very few children wdikabilities have
access to education and employment serffices

Right tolife, liberty and security of the person

26. In 2011, HR Committee expressed satisfactiat Tfogo had adopted legislation
abolishing the death penalty (2009).

27. The HR Committee remained concerned at thegatllens of torture and ill-
treatment in detention facilities, particularly sfgoof the National Intelligence Agency
(ANR), and by deaths alleged to have resulted fabuse in prison. Togo should take steps
to investigate all allegations of torture and riddtment and all deaths in detention in order
to bring the perpetrators to justice and provideative compensation to victim$. The
UNCT made similar observatiofs.

28. CAT was concerned by allegations, in particidiowing the April 2005 elections,

of the widespread practice of torture, enforce@dpuliearances, arbitrary arrests and secret
detentions, as well as the frequent rape of womemititary personnel, and the apparent
impunity enjoyed by the perpetrators of such adtsgo should ensure that military
personnel are under no circumstances involveddrathest and detention of civilians. Togo
should take urgent steps to bring all detentiorilifees under judicial control, and to
prevent arbitrary detentions and torture. Togo &hamarry out prompt, impartial and
exhaustive investigations, try the perpetratorgosfure and ill-treatment and, if found
guilty, impose sentences commensurate with theityraf/the offence$?

29. The Special Rapporteur on the question of tertwhile noting the overall
commitment of the Government to combat torture,ntbevidence of torture and ill-
treatment in most police commissariats and gend@np®sts that he visited in 2007, as
well as allegations and evidence of beatings bgopriguards as a means of punishment.
The Special Rapporteur noted that this situatios waused by almost total impunity and
the lack of an explicit prohibition of torture onandependent monitoring system, in
addition to deficiencies in the criminal justicesgm, involvement of the military in law
enforcement, corruption and the lack of resoufees.

30. CAT and the HR Committee recommended that Tiagjade in its Criminal Code a
definition of torture on the basis of internatiostdndards and legislatidh.

31. HR Committee was concerned about the large ruoftpersons arbitrarily detained
and the lack of an immediate remedy to challengeldigality of detention. It was also
concerned about the lack of training for judgespovapparently consent to the use of
detention for debt. Togo should put an end to diltary detention, including of persons
detained for dedf. En 2011, le SNU-Togo a relevé que la Commissiemetouvrement
persistait a recourir a la contrainte par corpsr peuecouvrement des créances civiles en
application du décret 2001-11/PR (20681).
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32. CAT noted the worrying detention conditions, particular in Lomé and Kara
prisons. The most widespread problems were ovediray a shortage of food and poor
hygiene. The treatment of prisoners, including ocap punishment, remained a matter of
concern. Often women and children were not heldarsgply from men and adults, and
persons awaiting trial were not separated frometsesving sentence. Togo should comply
with the Standard Minimum Rules for the TreatmehPdsoners? The HR Committee
was similarly concerned at prison overcrowding, ckhiwas partly attributable to the
persistent phenomenon of arbitrary detentfon.

33. In 2011, the Working Group on Enforced or Invthry Disappearances noted that
there were 10 outstanding cases of disappearancethat no response had been received
from the Government in relation theréto.

34. CRC was deeply concerned about reports ohgillin certain areas, of children born
with disabilities, malformations, skin discoloratigalbinos), as well as of children born
with teeth, or from mothers who died during delerlt urged Togo to prevent the
occurrence of such killings, to prosecute thos@aesible and to raise awareness among
the population of the need to eradicate such el

35. CEDAW urged Togo to accord priority to addregsviolence against women and

girls and enacting legislation on domestic violeneeluding marital rape, and on sexual

abuse and harassment. Such legislation shouldesttrirvictims have access to immediate
means of redress and protection and that perpetrate prosecuted and punishi&d.

36. HR Committee and CAT noted with regret that d&mgenital mutilation (FGM)
continued to be widely practisél. Selon le SNU-Togo, une étude sur les mutilations
génitales féminines en 2008 révélait que 6,9 %feasnes et des filles en étaient encore
victimes dans le payS.CRC recommended that Togo work with traditionadl aeligious
leaders to ensure that harmful traditional prastiege effectively banned; and raise
awareness of the harmful impact of FGM and othemhal traditional practices on the girl
child.*®

37.  While noting the adoption in 2005 of legislatielating to trafficking in children,
CAT was concerned by information that the problersists, in particular in the north and
centre of the country/.L’'UNICEF a indiqué que la traite des enfants pienae proportion
inquiétant&® en raison de I'absence d’'un systéme national déegtion sociale capable
d’apporter une réponse holistique a la pauvret# let vulnérabilité des enfants. UNODC
indicated that in 2007, six men had been conviaédrafficking in persons, but had
received a sentence of less than one year in pfisbm 2011, the ILO Committee of
Experts requested Togo to ensure that thoroughsiipations and robust prosecutions of
persons engaged in the sale and trafficking ofdebil under 18 years of age were carried
out and that sufficiently dissuasive penalties wangosed® CRC recommended that Togo
ensure effective programmes for child protecti@patriation and recovery; strengthen law
enforcement, intensify efforts to raise awarenasd, prosecute the perpetratars

38. CRC was concerned at the large number of chdtims of violence, abuse and
neglect, including sexual abuse, in schools, detententres, public places and the
family®>. En 2011, PUNICEF a indiqué que les violencess labus et I'exploitation

sexuelle des enfants augmentaient de facon inaueéta

39. In 2010, the ILO Committee of Experts requestedo to take urgent measures to
bring an end to the exploitation experienced byaderchildren in domestic service and
apprenticeship, which were similar to forced labwaithin the meaning of the ILO Forced
Labour Convention (No. 29}.En 2011, le SNU-Togo a constaté que bien que EeCle
I'enfant fixe 'dge minimum du travail a 15 ans, 29des enfants 4gés entre 5 et 14 ans
étaient occupés a un travail considéré comme dangeyour leur développemefitCRC
recommended that Togo focus on addressing the daoses of child labour through
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poverty eradication and access to quality educatimal by developing a comprehensive
child labour monitoring system in collaboration itNGOs, community-based
organizations, law enforcement personnel, labospectors and the ILO Programme on the
Elimination of Child Labour (ILO-IPECY

40. En 2011, le SNU-Togo a fait observer que le e€Catk I'enfant consacrait
l'interdiction des chatiments corporels et desefules faites aux enfants en milieu familial
et scolaire. Or, dans la pratique, I'école resta@in souvent un lieu ou les éléves se
retrouvaient en butte aux violendésCRC recommended that Togo adopt a law effectively
prohibiting all forms of corporal punishment of kchen, undertake public-awareness
campaigns on the negative impact of corporal pumésit on children, and provide teachers
and parents with training on non-violent forms @cipline as an alternative to corporal
punishmerft.

41. CRC was concerned at the large number of @rldiving and working on the
streets, the vulnerability of these children toimas forms of violence, including sexual
abuse and economic exploitation, the lack of aesgatic and comprehensive strategy to
address the situation and protect these childred,the poor registration and tracing of
missing children by the polic&.

Administration of justice, including impunity, and therule of law

42. In 2008, OHCHR reported that national consialtest had preceded the adoption of a
Presidential Decree creating the Truth, JusticeRexbnciliation Commission (TIR®).

43. In 2011, HR Committee noted with regret the serious human rights violations
committed during and after the presidential elextiof 2005 had yet to be investigated,
that the perpetrators had not been prosecutechabh@dampensation had not been granted to
the victims. Togo should continue its efforts tongrthe work of the TIRC to an early
conclusion. However, the establishment of a treorad system of justice could not serve to
dispense with the criminal prosecution of seriousn rights violatior’s. Le SNU-Togo a
recommandé 'accélération du processus de justesitionnelle et la mise en ceuvre par le
Gouvernement des recommandations issues des trdeadaxCommission vérité, justice et
réconciliation (CVJR)?

44. En 2011, le SNU-Togo a indiqué que le Programat®nal de modernisation de la
justice (PNMJ), mis en place entre 2005 et 2018itgioté une réforme du droit judiciaire
et abouti a 23 projets de loi et réeglements ralatif'organisation judiciaire, aux statuts des
magistrats et des autres professions judiciair@sl@&timise en conformité du droit pénal par
rapport aux conventions internationales ratifiéasle Togo. Ces projets de texte validés en
atelier technique en novembre 2008 attendaienbtwsijd’étre transmis au parlemént.

45.  CAT noted with concern that the Code of CrirhiRaocedure relating to police
custody did not provide for the notification of mig or the presence of a lawyer, that the
48-hour time limit for police custody was rarelyseloved in practice, and that some people
were held without charge or were awaiting trial $everal yearé

46. Le SNU-Togo a indiqué que I'immixtion de I'exdi¢ dans le fonctionnement du
pouvoir judiciaire, méme si elle semblait en dintion par rapport a 2006, restait une
préoccupation majeuré. CAT recommended effective steps to guaranteanttependence
of the judiciary’®

47. Le SNU-Togo a constaté qu'il était rare, daasptatique, que des poursuites
judiciaires soient engagées contre certains autBacses répréhensibles, en particulier les
forces de défense et de sécurité. En effet, celleemblaient bénéficier parfois d’'une
«quasi-immunité» de juridictiofi.
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48. HR Committee was concerned that the principlpresumption of innocence was
flouted by judges and that the practice of pretiieiention had become the norm. It was
also concerned about detainees’ lack of accessuasel and delays in the adoption of
legislation on legal aid. Public defenders wereya@sdsigned in the final stages of criminal
proceedingg® In 2009, the Togolese Bar Association, with OHCBipport, launched a
project aimed at helping the poorest with accegsstice by providing them with free legal
counseling’?

49. HR Committee recommended that Togo providén@urtraining for judges, lawyers
and court officers concerning the content of thevébant to ensure that it is enforced by
judicial authoritie¥’. En 2011, le SNU-Togo a indiqué que le nombreufiisant de
magistrats concourait a la lenteur des procédudisiaires®

50. CAT recommended that Togo adopt effective latiiee, administrative and judicial
measures to ensure that all allegations of toduacde cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
are swiftly followed up by inquiries and prosecuticGuspects should be suspended from
their duties when appropriate. CAT was concerned by the absence in the Code of
Criminal Procedure of provisions requiring the ildation of statements obtained under
torture®®* CAT recommended measures to ensure that all perato report cases of
torture or ill-treatment are protected against msulting act of intimidatiof

51. CAT recommended that Togo set up an effectieehanism for dealing with
complaints of sexual violence, including within gieson system, and provide victims with
protection and assistance. Togo should ensureniten prisoners are guarded by female
prison warders onl§? It should also consider establishing a nationatesy to monitor
detention facilities$®

52. CRC was concerned about the absence of a |ajestice system compatible with
the Convention, and in particular about the veryittd number of qualified judges for
juveniles; the lack of alternatives to detentiongersons under 18 in conflict with the law;
and the fact that persons under 18 are often dmtaiith adults and in very poor conditions
and for long period¥. En 2011, le SNU-Togo a indiqué que le Code defdet de 2007
mettait I'accent désormais non pas sur 'emprigoment mais plutét sur les mesures d’une
justice restauratrice. La mise en place de strastde réinsertion des mineurs en nombre
suffisant, la nomination de juges des mineurs davaxue juridiction et l'institution de
services sociaux spécialisés dans la prise en eh@gchologique des enfants restaient a
parachevef®

53. En 2011, le SNU-Togo a estimé que la carensdaimentale du systéme judiciaire
restait 'absence compléte d’'un contentieux adririniis.?°

Right to privacy, marriage and family life

54. The HR Committee remained concerned about tminalization of sexual
relations between consenting adults of the samemexshable by one to three years of
imprisonment and a fine under article 88 of the@utr Criminal Code. Togo should bring
its legislation into line with the Covenant throudéecriminalization, and take steps to put
an end to the social stigmatization of homosexydit

55. CRC recommended that Togo take all necessamsunes to protect adopted
children, including by establishing a system to itwrand supervise effectively the system
of adoption*
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Freedom of religion or belief, expression, association and peaceful assembly, and right
to participate in public and palitical life

56. In 2007, OHCHR reported that, for the firsteiimm almost 20 years, the legislative
elections held in October 2007 had included parditon by the opposition party, and that
observers had declared the election fair and*free.

57. The HR Committee noted with concern unjustifiestrictions on freedom of
expression, in particular the censorship of certaigdia by the High Audio-visual and
Communications Authority (HAAC), whose independeracel operating procedures had
been called into question. It was similarly conegrrabout restrictions on the freedom to
demonstrate peacefully, and about threats agamsaic journalists and human rights
defenders. Togo should take steps to ensure teanéiw Act ensuring the freedom to
demonstrate will be in conformity with the Covenahbgo should also review the statutes
and operating procedures of the High Audio-visul Eommunications Authority in order
to guarantee its independence and imparti&ity.

58. In 2011, UNESCO recommended that Togo introduc®isions in the existing
legislation to guarantee freedom of expression, iméeedom and the right to access
information and to guarantee the independence ohédia self-regulatory bod$.

59. The Special Rapporteur on the situation of hunights defenders, following a visit
to Togo from 28 July to 4 August 2008, noted thamnhan rights defenders continued to
face challenges impeding their legitimate actigitiencluding stigmatization by the
authorities who see them as belonging to the palitbpposition, unjustified delays in
delivering registration certificates to NGOs, ili@gate restrictions on the exercise of
freedoms of assembly, opinion and expression, mupdinity for past abuses against human
rights defender®.

60. En 2011, le SNU-Togo a constaté que des pextékffamation avaient été intentés
par les autorités de la police nationale contréstayganes de presse pour la parution
d’informations concordantes dans leurs colonneaufés procédures étaient en cofirs.

61. Le SNU-Togo a indiqué que l'exercice de laiéede manifestation se heurtait
parfois a des difficultés dans la mesure ou, hodaiss la Constitution, aucune disposition
Iégale n’en précisait les contours. Un projet deslw les conditions d'exercice de la liberté
de réunion et de manifestation sur la voie publiguedans les lieux publics était a
I'étude?’

Right towork and to just and favourable conditions of work

62. CEDAW expressed concern at the discriminateced by women in the field of
work, as reflected in hiring processes, salary uiadity and occupational segregation. It
urged Togo to ensure equal opportunities for, aquhktreatment of, women and men in
the labour market, as well as the full implemepotatof the Labour Code, including with
regard to maternity protectidh.

Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

63. In 2005, CRC was concerned at the sharp dexr#agpublic expenditure on
education and health, and at the lack of funddabai for children living in poverty.

64. En 2011, le SNU-Togo a indiqué que 61,7 % Tagolais vivaient en 2007 au-
dessous du seuil de pauvreté, contre 30% en ¥OGEDAW was concerned that
widespread poverty among women contributed to thiaton of women’s human rights. It
was especially concerned about the situation dlnwomen, in view of their precarious
living conditions and lack of access to justicealtte care, education, credit facilities and

11
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community services. It urged Togo to make the prionoof gender equality an explicit
component of its national development plans anitiest*

65. CEDAW urged Togo to continue its efforts to noye the country’s health
infrastructure and improve women’s access to headtle and health-related services and
information, including in rural ared® CRC recommended that Togo strengthen its efforts
to raise awareness of HIV/AIDS among adolesc®ts.

66. CRC was also concerned at the increasing infammtality rate, the high child and

maternal mortality rates, low birth weight, childautrition, the low breastfeeding rate,
the low rate of immunization, the prevalence ofeaifous diseases, mosquito-born
diseases, including malaria, and the lack of actesafe drinking water and sanitation. It
was further concerned about the disparity betwhemtmber of health centres in rural and
urban ared§’,

Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community

67. En 2011, le SNU-Togo a indiqué que des effassaient a faire, notamment pour
assurer la qualité de l'enseignement, alléger lasses pléthoriques dans les écoles
publiques et mieux encadrer I'exercice de la pifesd’enseignant®

68. CRC recommended that Togo ensure, as a mdtfaiooity, that at least primary
education is compulsory and free; that girls angsbérom urban and rural areas, all have
equal access to educational opportunities, withoytfinancial obstacles; and that teachers
are adequately trained and paid. Togo should als® ineasures to prevent and punish the
abuse of school pupils by teachers, including delxaassment and economic exploitation,
and introduce human rights into the school cursaCtil

69. CEDAW recommended that Togo implement meastoresnsure equal access of
girls and women to all levels of education, retgirls in school and abolish circular No.
8478/MEN-RS which prohibits pregnant girls or stidefrom attending schodl’

70. En 2011, 'UNICEF a indiqué que seuls 51% dmsveaux nés étaient enregistrés a
leur naissance. Cette situation pénalisait considément les enfants car ceux qui
n'avaient pas de certificat de naissance n’étgi@stautorisés a se présenter aux examens
nationaux de passage d’un cycle a l'autre au seitedseignement primairé®

Migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers

71. CAT recommended that Togo take steps, as a mattergency, to ensure the
peaceful return of Togolese refugees from neighibgucountries, and to guarantee full
respect for their physical and mental integiffy.

72. CAT recommended that Togo adopt measures to piathibi expulsion, return or
extradition of a person to another State whereetlage substantial grounds for believing
that he or she would be in danger of being subjetdorture:*

Achievements, best practices, challenges and constraints

73. CRC noted that Togo was among the group of B@&geloped countries and that a
large part of the population lived below the poydite.* CRC was concerned at reports
of widespread corruption, which had a negative ichjmen the level of resources available
for the implementation of the Conventith.

74. CERD welcomed the process of reconciliationcliiad resulted in the signing of
the Global Political Accord on 20 August 2006, @he peaceful conduct of the legislative
elections in October 2007
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75. En 2011, 'UNICEF a indiqué que la mise en elde la ligne verte «<ALLO 111»
avait permis de lever le tabou sur les violatioas droits de I'enfant en général, et plus
particulierement sur les violences, les abus eg¢Xgdoitations graves?

IV. Key national priorities, initiatives and commitments

Specific recommendationsfor follow-up

76. In 2011, the HR Committee requested Togo tovigep within a year, the
information requested on implementation of the Cadttem’'s recommendations contained
in paragraphs 10 (presidential elections April 200% (criminalization of torture) and 16
(torture in detention}®®

77. In 2008, CERD requested Togo to provide infdioma by 15 August 2009, on its

follow-up to the recommendations in paragraphsiidtément to hatred), 17 (property and
indigenous peoples) and 18 (ethnic representatiopublic office)!'® A response was

received in 2009.

78. In 2006, CAT requested that Togo provide, witls year, information on its

response to the Committee’s recommendations ingpaphs 21 (visits to detention

facilities), 25 (human rights defenders), 29 (dinrmof a woman allegedly detained since
1998) and 30 (system of military justi¢€) No response has been received to date.

V. Capacity-building and technical assistance

79. CRC recommended that Togo seek further assistaoncerning children with
disabilities from UNICEF and the World Health Orgaation (WHO}% concerning
HIV/AIDS from, UNICEF, WHO and UNAID%® and concerning juvenile justice from
OHCHR and UNICER?®

80. CRC recommended that Togo continue and strength cooperation with UNICEF
and the Division for the Advancement of Women imesrto counter the practice of
FGM 12

81. CRC recommended that Togo strengthen cooperafih UNESCO, UNICEF and
other partners in improving the education set¥or.

Notes

! The following abbreviations have been used fa& tticument:

ICERD International Convention on the EliminationAdf Forms of Racial
Discrimination

ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social@uitural Rights

OP-ICESCR Optional Protocol to ICESCR

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political iRigy

ICCPR-OP 1 Optional Protocol to ICCPR
ICCPR-OP 2 Second Optional Protocol to ICCPR, aimirtgeabolition of the death

penalty
CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms ofdorimination against Women
OP-CEDAW Optional Protocol to CEDAW
CAT Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inbwior Degrading

Treatment or Punishment
OP-CAT Optional Protocol to CAT
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CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child
OP-CRC-AC Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvementtoldren in armed conflict
OP-CRC-SC Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of aildchild prostitution and child

pornography

ICRMW International Convention on the Protectiontsd Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families

CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disaslit

OP-CRPD Optional Protocol to CRPD

CED International Convention for the Protection dif Persons from Enforced

Disappearance.
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficki Persons, Especially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations Convention agdirshsnational Organized Crime.
1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugeekits 1967 Protocol, 1954 Convention relating
to the status of Stateless Persons and 1961 Coowant the Reduction of Statelessness.
Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Ctindiof the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces
in the Field (First Convention); Geneva Conventionthe Amelioration of the Condition of
Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed €&t Sea (Second Convention); Geneva
Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisonerg/af (Third Convention); Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons im&iof War (Fourth Convention); Protocol
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August9,&nd relating to the Protection of Victims of
International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I); Protodadditional to the Geneva Conventions of 12
August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Mistof Non-International Armed Conflicts
(Protocol 11); Protocol Additional to the Geneva @entions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the
Adoption of an Additional Distinctive Emblem (Pretd 111). For the official status of ratifications,
see Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzed, at
www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr’lhome/topics/intla/intredigwarvic.html.
International Labour Organization Convention Noc@8@cerning Forced or Compulsory Labour;
Convention No. 105 concerning the Abolition of Falt&bour; Convention No. 87 concerning
Freedom of Association and Protection of the Rigl®tganise; Convention No. 98 concerning the
Application of the Principles of the Right to Orgsmiand to Bargain Collectively; Convention No.
100 concerning Equal Remuneration for Men and Wowlerkers for Work of Equal Value;
Convention No. 111 concerning Discrimination in Respé Employment and Occupation;
Convention No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for Adnossto Employment; Convention No. 182
concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Actiontfoe Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child
Labour.
Concluding observations of the Committee on thenilation of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW/C/TGO/COI/5), para. 35.
Rapport de 'Equipe-pays du systéme des Nationsdmii Togo dans le cadre de 'Examen
périodique universel (EPU), par. 55.
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