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Thank you, Mr Pres:i_dént.'

~'On behalf of the United Arab Emirates, | am honoured to return to
Geneva to participaté in this session'o‘f‘the Human R‘ight»s Council,
and witness the adoption of the report on the UAE"s participati_oh in .

‘the Universal Periodic Review.

<

' _' On 28 Jahuary,' we éngaged in a fruitful and productive dialogue
‘about the UAE’s human rights récord. The UAE explained its
substantial progress on protecting h_urhah rights, and we were

grateful for the COnstructive recommendations that we received.

; As | said in January, the UAE greatly appreciates the uv‘niversal review
process and the opportunity it gives us to have an open debate with
the international cbmmunity. This mechanism also allows us to
review our own record on hurr_ian rig‘ht‘s},’ ponder»our achieve‘ments,

- and identify opportunities for further improvement.

1 would particularly like to thank the Troika ~ Ethiopia, Germany and-
'Thailand — and the Secretariat, for th_eir 'co:oberation in completing

the report of the debate.
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‘Mr President,

| The UAE works continuously on enhancing tts human rights reCord .

| and to that end, interacts |n a positive manner W|th the lnternatlonal

communlty on ways to |mprove |t

" Our domes’t'ic and international efforts stem from our national Values
and cultural herltage which enshrlnejustlce tolerance equallty, and“
‘thernatlonal responsrblllty Respect for ‘human rights and
| fundamental freedoms is an essential component of our- prnncrples
and we are proud of the progress we have made in lmprovmg the.-

_ Ilves of our citizens.

We will-therefore keep up our commitment to -strive improving our
record, so that we may preserye the values that haVe made the UAE

~such an attractive and successful society.

Mr President‘,
One hundred and eighty recommendatlons were submltted to us |n

'January, by e|ghty elght states We are thankful for all the

observatlons and recommendatlons that were presented to us.
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The’k'UAE has .taken'_ the'_time to carefully study all those -
~ recommendations. Our nati‘onal 'Standing Committee on . the
»Unive‘risai Periodic Review evaluated all re‘Comrﬁe‘hdatiQns and
extensivvel»y ‘Censulted federal and local government entities, civil
society organizvati()ns,"vand our national assemibly — the 'Feder'al

National Council.

After organizing debates »with those o'kgenizations and gathering

 their mput ‘we presented the- recommendatlons to the” UAE’

Cabmet The Cabmet subsequently determined the swtablhty of -

those recommendatlons Wlth the UAE’s,Constltutl'On, natronal

legislation, and culture, and decided to:

¢ Fully accept one hundred recommendations;
¢ Partially accept seven recommend'ations; ‘
e Note fifty-four recommendations; and

¢ Reject only nineteen recommendations.

Mr President{_

The UAE has readily accepted the vast Vmajority' of the
recommendatlons that were made in January. The small number that

were rejected ‘was determmed to be in conflict w:th our legal and
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, cultural frameworks f-am more than happy to dlSCUSS Iater with you

why we chose to reject certaln recommendat|ons

But let me now move on to the many recommendationis that we did
wholehearte’dly accept and are read'y to implement. The UAE will go
the extra mile to ensure the full implementation of these

recommendations. | will discuss each main topic in turn. .

‘”In the field of 'conti'nding, legal and legislative reforms at the
national Ievei l am pleased to inform you that a new Iaw-to
..guarantee better protectlon for chlldren in accordance W|th
o mternatlonal standards is in “the final stages of approval'
Furthermore we are in the proCess of ame_ndlng our law on
combatlng human trafficking, |n order to provnde greater safeguards.
'»for victims of trafﬂcklng in hne with the Palermo Protocol Work is
| also advancmg rapidly to 1ntroduce partial amendments to the media

| Iaw, whrch would aim to guarantee the freedom of expressmn‘and
freedom of the _press, prevent the penalty of de'privationv of liberty '
'fo'r jou.rnali'sts_, and take into account recent i,nternational

N developments in journalism and the media.
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in the contékt of strengthening the role of national institutions and
mechanisms for the provrvnc‘)tion and protection of.human rights, | am
pleased to | announ‘ce that the UAE has .acce'pt’eq the
_re‘commen.dation to eétablish a‘ nationél Human' rights institution.
Furthermore, the role of the Federal National Council in human
fights protection has been enhanced, as the Council’s ’neWIy
estavblished; permé-nent chmittee on human 'rights first met in May
| 2013. Meanwhile, fhe Ministry of Intéribr 'i_n‘the firét quarter‘of t_his
| year created a.spe'cialized committee on human rights that aims to
increase awareness of human rights ‘standards within  law

‘enforcement agencies.

Considering the UAE’s relation to international human righ’ts.
ins’truménts, I can inform you the compéfent authorities are
preparing the hecessary studies't'o, consider thé withdréw—al of a -
number of resérvations to the Convehtion on the Rights of the Child
and the Com)ention on the Eiimination of All Forms of Discrimination
-against Women. We will also ask the Cabinet to apprbve the UAE’s
accession to the two O'ption‘al Protocols to the Convention on the
Rights of the Ch'ii'd, o’ne'on,"che sa]e of children, child pros’}citrutio'n and
c_ihild pornography;”the other on the involvement of children in

armed conflict.
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In the same spirit of transparency and stre,n‘gthening‘ cOoperatlon
‘with exlsting‘ lnternatibnal fhuman rights mechan‘is_ms, we  will
: 'welcome in the second half of 2013 a visit by' t‘he UN Working Group
on Busmess and Human Rights. The UAE has also agreed to invite the .
Specral Rapporteur -on- Human nghts and Counter—Terronsm

Furthermore ‘the UAE will shoulder its responsibilities in supportlng
:lnternatronal organrzatlons concerned with- human rights, foremost
by continuing to provrde flnanc1al support to relevant Unlted Natrons‘v
funds. Thls includes support to enhance the efforts and activities of

| ~the ngh Commrssroner for Human nghts

_Regardlng the creatlon of a culture of human rights, the UAE - in
'» cooperatlon wrth the Offlce of the High Commissioner — |s to put h
forward a comprehensrve natronal tralnlng and capacrty burldlng
program for national officials. We will monrtor the resources that are’
‘needed to successfully execute thrs tralnlng program. Furthermore -

\

the UAE will contlnue to raise awareness of human rrghts throughout

the country.

© In the context of promoting a culture of political participation in the '
- state, please allow me to reiterate the achie'vements in this field

~which | already m'evntﬂione'd in January. The UAE has consolidated the
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foundations of the elevc"co‘ral procesé, based on a program of polit'ical
empowerment as' announced by the UAE’s Presidept in 2005.
Fur’thefmpre, the Ministry of State for Federal _N?tional C‘oun}cihl'v-
Affairs has launched a number of joint pfograr_ﬁs With civil sdciety
org\anizationsfand educational institutions that aim .t.o v'spread. a
culture of political pai’ticipation among members of oUrsocfety. A
.specialized department and a'fnationél proéramv of s‘u'pport will

- sustain these efforts in the years to come.

.
In t’he area of promoting gender equalivty .‘and'y women’s -
empdwerrhéni,v | am able to announce that we are in the final stages
of updating the national strafcegy for the advancement of women for
the period 2013-2017. The UAE ha,é already made serious progress in
this field, for éxample by increasing the nu_rhbér of women in seniqr
decision-making positions. More specifically, thé UAE Cabfnet'is'suéd
a»decree»to promote the participation of vvbmen on the board; of
government agenc\iés and companies, becoming thé second'.country
in the -wo'rld‘ with mandatory female presence in board rooms, and

the first in the Arab regidn.

On the international level, the UAE will serve as a Member of the

Executive Board of UN Women until 2015. In this capacity;, we will

LN
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N

: actively ’e"nga_ge in activities to promote .Women’s empov'v»erméht' in
collaboration with other government. ts. Fof' exa‘mple, we have
decided to support'th‘e UK’s impoi'tant initiative to combat sexual
violence in conflict situations, which includes a pledg’e‘ earlier this
rhonth of one million dollars towards capacity building in Somalia for -

this purpose. Furthermore, we will also support ‘initiatives to

promote the right to education for girls in various low-income

. countries.

Regarding fhe UAE’s ahti-human trafficking activities, | cah .ihf‘orm
you that our National Committee to Combat Human Trafficking
| recently reieased its.six“gh annual report in April.f With each paséi"ng .-
yeaf, the UAE’s strategy to cé.unter,'this: crime. i’s becoming more
| robust and we afe'achiéving encouraging results. The iates’t report
has beén‘desig‘ned to kefl_e_cf the shift from the four—pillvak"policy to
the main international standards bf thé ‘Five Ps’ policy, /whi‘ch
includes Prevention, P\nl"osecutioh, ‘F;Uniﬁshment,' Pro'tection and
g Pronﬁoti‘on of intérnational co.op'eration. As part @l)f this s'trat'_egy-, we
are about to 'Iaunch“ the s'ecbnd- national campaign at the UA»E’s‘
air,borts to raise awareness Aof the'_crime of human trafficking;
Furthe.rnﬁore, | am prbUd'to announce that\ih'Apr_i‘l, the UAE became
a formal member of the Bali Prdtes‘s and its Ad Hoc Group to address

“human traffickihg.
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The UAE has sought, and wilrl continue to seek, to develop its labor
Baws' in )orderkto impvrove the living conjditions for forei_gn-WOrkers;
~ especially dOn:estic worke_rs} The UAE is about to finalize a iaw to
pro{ect domestic workers. This;yea.r, the ‘I\/linistry of Labor has also
taken further measures to implemeht the ‘Iegisl‘ative and procédural
_prote'ction of Cbntract workers, in 6»rder to prov‘ide more safeguards.

This is aided by orgamzatlonal unlts WIthm the I\/Imlstry of Labor that

focus on Iabor gmdance protection of wages, and combating human

trafflckmg. :

On the international level, the UAE will cooperate effectively with
sending countries by sighing memoranda of understanding that
promote ’employment, provide safeguards ‘and monitor the

difficulties faced by contractual Wofkers in the UAE.

Mr President,

The UAE’s Sfanding’ Committee on the UPR will lead the work with éll ,‘
relevant government bodies and civil sociiety organizations to ensure
proper im’plementativon of the adopted' recommendations. We are

committed to this goal, and will identify all the appropriate
\ stakeholders and ensure that lmplementatlon Wl” happen accordlng |
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to a strict timetable. The Standing Committee will provide a
cen'tralized database to compile our-'-ac_hie\/emenf;s ' on
implementation, and | look forward to briefing you on our progress -

~at the UAE’s next periodic review séssibn.

Mr President,

Before | conclude my statement, pleasé aII“ow‘me to ‘;hank you an'd‘
the High Cdmmissioner for Human Rights;. for yo_ur inspiring -
| Ieade_réhip in this COL‘JI"IVC“_ and valuable contributions you héve_made-
to vthve funtti;onihg} of the Uhiver.sévl. Periodic Ré’view. The UAE’s
delegation Wélgéo\mes/, ‘with an o_pen'.ngind the :ques.tions' and

suggestions from all th'os.e_‘ present today.

Thank you. -
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